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A case study of the contemporary significance of traditional wooden

sailing boats known as Hokake Sabani:

Qualitative analysis of a survey of Sabani Sailing and Paddling Race

participants
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A case study of the contemporary significance of traditional wooden sailing boats
known as Hokake Sabani:

Qualitative analysis of a survey of Sabani Sailing and Paddling Race participants

Koichi CHIASHI and Hisayo TOMAGO

ABSTRACT : This case study sought to examine the contemporary significance of the traditional maritime cultural property constituted by
the traditional wooden sailing boats known as Hokake Sabani. We conduct an online survey on impact of the Sabani Sailing and Paddling
Race and of involvement with Sabani on event participants and the local community. Textual data obtained from an online survey of race
participants was categorized according to area of residence (i.e., on Zamami Island, where the race is held; in Okinawa Prefecture; or outside
Okinawa Prefecture) and then subjected to qualitative analysis using SCAT (Steps for Coding and Theorization). Descriptions of the expansion
of personal conmections, psychological effect brought on by the challenge of the race, and ripple effects due to continuation were common to
all areas. Noteworthy responses from Zamami Island included enthusiastic efforts on the island and impact on junior high school students on
Zamami Tsland. Tn addition to increased awareness from hosting the race, gratitude towards the race organizers, and links with daily activities,
responses by residents of Okinawa Prefecture also described ripple effects on other regions and the possibility of applications beyond the race.
Respondents living outside of Okinawa Prefecture expressed impacts on personal thoughts such as the expansion of their understanding of
Okinawa and a desire to inherit traditions in Sabani as well as gratitude for being able to engage with Sabani, and described how their
involvement with Sabani enriched their lives. These impacts affirm the contemporary significance of Hokake Sabani.

KEYWORDS : sabani, traditional marine culture, contemporary significance , case study, qualitative analysis
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